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CONGREGATION lately under the 
Paſtoral Care of the Reverend Mr. To- 
| MAS BvuRBs, OTE CY 
My dear Friends, 
HE Lord of the Harveſt hath called me 
1 to labour ſtatedly in another Part of his 
Vineyard z but I am not unmindful of the Fa- 
ops. 275 wed ow was while I miniſtred to you 
in holy Things; our Acceptance 
of the following — k a ſmall Teſtimony 
of my affectionate Gratitude and ſincere Concern 
for your Welfare. Twas preached and publiſh- 
ed at your Requeſt; and, notwithſtanding the 
Imperfections you will obſerve in it, tis, I appre- 
hend, ſeaſonsble, and calculated, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to aſſiſt you in the Improvement of the great 
Affliction with which God ks been pleaſed to vi- 
fit you. I was not willing to exceed the uſual 
Limits of this Service, and therefore contracted 
the Application, and omitted the particular Ad- 
vices that might haye been offered to you on this 
mournful Occaſion; but I hope you' E permit me 
to ſupply that Defect in the preſent Addreſs, by 
a few Words of Exhortation. 


I beſeech you then (1), To give all Diligence 
to make ſure your Intereſt in the everlaſting Co- 
venant of Grace ; for this is all our Salvation, the 
glorious Charter of all our ſpiritual Privileges, and 
the only Foundation of true Peace and Comfort 
in Life and Death; this Covenant is well ordered 
in all Things, contains Promiſes equal to all our 
Wants, and is ſecured by the immutable Love, 

| Power, 


(ü) a 
Power, and Falchfülneſs of God in Jeſus Chriſt 


the Mediator: As we are intereſted in the Bleſ. 
Tin gs of this Covenant by Faith in him, ſo the E- 


N Videtice 'of our Intereſt will bear proportion to the 


and Activity of our F ath; pray therefore 
to the Lord to increaſe your. F aith, that you on! 
be filled with all Joy and Peace in believing, and 


may abound in e the r of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


+7 Go oi bed u as "It of 
Cloſer Religion. 5 | 


Daily Communion with God in ſecret will be 
your beſt Support under all the Troubles of Life, 
and your ſureſt Guard againſt the numerous 
Temprations of it. Set a-part ſome Portion of 
your Time every Day for retired acts of Devo- 
tion, reading the Scriptures, Fn ara, Prayer 
and Praiſe, and be careful to engage your Hearts 
to approach unto God in theſe Exerciſes, This 
will be a comfortable Evidence of your Sincerity, 
and an excellent Means of your Eſtabliſhment and 
Growth in Grace; to which nothing is more pre- 
judicial than a Neglect, or Thoughtleſs Perform- 
ance of the Duties of fecret Religion. 


3.). Let Family-Religion be maintained in all 
its W This conſiſts in the Sony Worſhip 
of God in our Houſes, and in giving good In- 
ſtructions, as well as good Examples 6 to thoſe that 
dwell with us, eſpecially to our Children. Fami- 
lies are the leaſt, but the moſt ancient Societies in 
the World, and the Fountains from whence Good 
or Evil flows into Churches and Nations; the 

| Neglect 


( ii.) 


% 


Leglect of Family-religion has been a principal 
our times; let me therefore earneſt} | 
to this Duty, which ill be wein müll 
the Life and Comfort of Godlineſs in your own 
Souls, to promote the beſt Intereſts of thoſe who 
are moſt near and dear to yau, and for whom 
you are in a ſpecial Manner accountable, and a 


exhort you 
ta preſerve 


good ative both to yourſelyes and them for 


a profitable Attendance on public Inſtitutions. 


* 


( 4.) Let the Lord's Day be ſtrictly ved 


This is the Day of our Saviour's Reſurrection from 


the dead, and the Day which his Apoſtles, under 
the Conduct of his good Spirit, ſet a- part as the 
weekly Seaſon of Chriftian Aſſemblies for folemn - 
Worſhip, and therefore we call it the Cbriſtian 
Sabbath. The Appointment of one Day in ſeven 
as a Day of public Worſhip, is ſo nearly con- 
nected with the Intereſt of Religion, that one can't 
ſee how this could ſubſiſt, much leſs how it could 
flouriſh without the Aid thereof, In order to an- 
ſwer the religious Purpoſes of the Lord's Day, we 
muſt not only attend public Prayers and Inſtruc- 
tions, but devote the Remains of the Time (ex- 
cepting what muſt be allowed for Works of Ne- 
ceſſity and Mercy) to ſecret and Family Acts of 
Piety.— The Profanation of the Lord's Day, is 
one of the crying Iniquities of our Land, for which 
we haveReaſon to fear God's righteous Judgments, 
I hope Proteſtant Diſſenters will imitate the good 
Practice of their godly Anceſtors, and keep at the 
greateſt Diſtance from this Sin. 


(5). Let me excite you to the great Duties of 
IN | Church- 


often one to another (as 500 A vil 
Pu on the great Matters of your Faith and 
Salvation, to reprove, exhort, pity and comfort, 
and, in a word, to love as Brethren. The Beauty 
and Proſperity of Churches cannot be preſerved 
without aſcrious ny of theſe relative Duties, 


| My Jar Friends, the Advices which 1 have 
given you are offered not to but rather 
to ſtir up your pure Minds by Way of Remem- 
brance; they carry their 2 Evidence with 
them, and I N Lord will * them ac- 
ceptable, and in ſome Degree u to you. I 
earneſtly beg a Share in your Prayers for yell, 
_ the Flock of Chrift committed to my Charge, 

obtain Mercy of the Lord to be faith- 
ful, fl, and dar is Being may reſt upon them | 


Now, Brethren, I commend you to God, and 
the Word of his Grace; which is able to build you | 
up, and to give you an Inheritance among all 
them which are ſan&tified. 


1 an your Wellwifher, and 
Servant for Chriſt's Sake, 


William Langford. 


Ro N 2 Cox. . © : ; 
So then Death worketh in us, but Life in 


* 


FIT IS prieyous to me, as well as to you, 
do reflect on the fad Occaſion of my 
appearing here this Day, which is 

to condole you on the Death of my very dear 
Brother, your late worthy Miniſter, and to 
direct you (through Grace) to the beſt Im- 
provement of fo awful a Viſitation of Provi- 


Were this good Man, and all your other 
faithful Miniſters, who went before him to 
Glory, permitted to addreſs you from this 
Pulpit, at this Time, what could they recom- 
mend to you more ſeaſonable and important, 
than to conſider their Death as Means and 
Motives to exerciſe and encreaſe your ſpiti- 
tual Life? That as Death has wrought in 
them, ſo ſpiritual Life may work in you ; 
that you, by the Review of their ſucceſſive 
Departures from you, may be quickened in the 
Race ſet before you, and that having finiſhed 
your Courſe, you may happily meet them 
in the General Aſſembly and Church of the 

B | 


Firſt- 


1 


Fieſt-bern; * This is the Thought which as 
| itppreſſed. my Mind, and with which 1 ſhall 


endeavour to entertain and affect yours. 


The Connection of my Text with the 


| foregoing Paſſages of this Epiſtle, is eaſily 


ſeen. © The Apoſtle having declared the Ex. 
cellence and Efficacy of the Goſpel-Miniftry, 
and the Sincerity and Diligence with which 
he, . and others. his- Fellow- labourers, had 
diſcharged their Office, in the 7th, and fol- 
lowing Verſes of this Chapter, he takes No- 


tice of their bodily Infirmities and external 


Afffictions, with a Deſign to magnify the 
Grace and Power of God in the bleſſed Fruits 
of their Labours.--- But we have this Trea- 
ſure in earthen Veſſels (mean and brittle 
that the' Excellency of the Power may be of 
God, and not of us; or, that the 24 
Power, attending our Miniſtry in the Con- 
verſion and Edification of Souls, may the 
more evidently appear to be Divine, and not 
Human. 


After this general Aſſertion, he deſcribe 
their Sufferinss and their Supports, ſetting 
the one over-againſt the other. We are trow 
bled on every Side, yet not diſtreſſed ( not 
ſtraitned and confined in our own Spirits); 
we are perplexed, but not in Deſpair ; Perſe 
cuted (by Men), but not forſaken (of God) 
always * about in the Body the Dying 0 
It 


n 
the Lord Jeſus, that the Life alſo of Jeſus 
il bv Ge uno fy e 
which live are alway delivered unto Death for 
Feſus ſake, that the Life alſo of Jeſus might 
be made- manifeſt in our mortal Fleſh *; or, 
That the Reſurrection and glorious Exalta- 
tion of Jeſus Chrift, might be demonſtrated 
in the Support of our dying Bodies, and in 
the Effects of our Preaching and Services in 
this State of Mortality, | 


In my Text, we have the Concluſion or 
Sum of the whele Matter; /o then Degth 
worketh in us, but Life in you; we die, but 
you live; our temporal Affliction is your 
ſpiritual Advantage; Death furrounds us 
continually, and we feel the Principles of 
Death working powerfully in our Bodies and 
wearing them away; but, bleſſed be God, 
the Life of Chriſt worketh as powerfully in 
your Souls, as Death does in our Bodies, that 
ſpiritual and eternal Life, which you have 
received by means of our Preaching, and 
which is confirmed and ſtrengthened in you, 
by means of our Sufferings and Mortality. 
For (ſays he) all things are o your ſakes, 
that the abundant Grace, might through the 
"x oh ng of many, redound to the Glory of 

0a . | . | 


. ® 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9, 10, 11. + ver. 15. 


B 2 From 


i: 44) 

From the Words thus: explained, I ſhall 
| take occaſion to. diſcourſe on the following 
| Obſervation, viz. The Death of faithful Mi. 
3 niſters 3 is, thro' Grace, an effectual Means of 
exciting the ſpiritual Life that is in real Chri- 
ſtians; thoſe eſpecially whoenjoy'd he Blef- 

fng, of their Miniſtrations, + 


5 In ſpeaking to this Olkeryation, - 


I. I mall make ſome reneral Remarks on 
the Death of faithful Miniſters. 5 


1 Shew what Adds of ſpiritual Life in 
Chbriſtians are ſvitable to, W awful Pro- 
vidence. | | 


II. The Connection between 1 
tion and the Improvement; or how the 
Death of faithful Miniſters leads Chri- 

ſtians to ſuch Acts of ſpiritual Life. 
When we have finiſhed theſe Doctrinal 
Aͤlrticles, we ſhall conclude with a par- 
ticular Application, | 


I. I am to make ſome general Remarks 
on the Death of faithful Miniſters, 'Tis ma- 
nifeſt, (1.) that the beſt of Men are not ex- 
empted from the Stroke of Death : I pre- 
tend not to tell you any new thing, when I 
ſay, that Miniſters, in common with. the 
reſt of Mankind, are Mortals; nor need we 


15 E wonder, 


(s)- 
wonder, if the Lives of ſume of them are 


ſhort; lor their Work is very weighty, and 


the want of deſited Succeſs, after all their 
Studies and Applications, may ſadden their 


Hearts, and put a Period to their Days ſooner 
than we might apptehend from the common 


Courſe of Nature; God could have taught 
us the Way to Heaven by the Miniſtration of 


immortal Angels; and theſe glorious Spirits 


would have accounted it their Honour to 
have publiſned the glad Tidings of the ever- 
laſting Goſpel, into the ſacred Contents where- 


of they look with never-ceafing Reverence 


and Pleaſure ; but Infinite Wiſdom has ſeen 
fit, to employ, in this Service, Men of like 


Paſſions with ourſelves, Angels have been 
extraordinary Meſſengers to the Church; but 
frail and dying Men her ordinary Miniſters, 
by a divine Inſtitution under the Old Tefta- 
ment and the New, The High Prieſt, the 


moſt ſacted Miniſter under the Law, was 


taken from among Men, and ordained for- 
Men in things pertaining to God, and he was 
not ſuffered to continue by reaſon of Death. 


The Fathers, where are they ? and did the 
Prophets live for ever? No. Mofes, my Ser- 


| want, is dead, fays God u. And this muſt 
e're long be ſaid of all his Miniſtring Ser- 


vants, that are now engaged in his Work. 


The Conſideration of ourMortality may be very 


® Joſh. ii. 2, 


bene 


(6) 
beneficial to us, and to thoſe over whaſs Souls 
we are appointed to watch. Tis an Argu- 
ment to excite our Diligence in Duty, that 
we may finiſn our Work in our Day before 
the Night cometh, in which no Man can 
work. Tis a Thought that ſhould keep us 
from Pride, and teach us to look above our- 
ſelves, even to Jeſus Chriſt, for Help and 
Success; and it ſhould diſpoſe. us to ſympa- 
thize with thoſe that are under our Care, 
becauſe we alſo are compaſſed with Infir- 
mity T. On the other hand, our dear 
Friends, to whom we miniſter, may make 
ſome good Uſe of the manifold Imperfections 
that attend us in this mortal Fleſh. If we are 
faithful, they may ſee in us ſo many Monu- 
ments of the pardoning Mercy, and convert- 
ing Power of our great Lord and Redeemer ; 
ſo. many Patterns to encourage their Faith 
and Hope.in him : And the Senſe they have 
of our. Weakneſſes, ſhould. lead them” to 
aſcribe all the Good they receive by our En- 
deavours not to us, but to the Grace of God 
that is with us. 


There are therefore wiſe and gracious Rea- 
ons for the Appointment of imperfect and 
ching Men to the Office of the 8 


ne v.s.| 


But 


| 3 

But I muſt obſerve, (2.) that the Death 
of faithful Miniſters is a great Affliction to 
the Church of Chriſt, and to thoſe above 
all others over whom they had the Inſpection. 


For when they die, there is an excellent 


Treaſure of Knowledge, and Grace carried 
away from Earth to Heaven ; all that knew 
them have a Loſs, but chiefly their Congre- 
gations, to whoſe ſpiritual. Intereſts their 
Lives were devoted; great Reaſon have their 
Flocks to mourn, becauſe they ſhall ſee their 
Faces, and hear their Voices no more; no 
more enjoy their public or private Inſtructi- 
ons and Counſels; their Eyes ſhall no more 
behold their Teachers, nor their Ears admit 
the gracious Words that proceeded out of their 
Lips---they are fallen aſleep, and ſhall nor 
awake till the Heavens be no more, 


Nevertheleſs obſerve, (3.)thatthis Afffiction 
is improveable to the ſpiritual Benefit of Chri- 
ſtians. For we know that all things work toge- 
ther for good to them that love God, to them 
which are the called according to bis Purpoſe *, 
For all things are yours (ſays this Apoſtle) 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
World, or Life, or Death, or things pre- 
ſent, or things to come T. And as the va- 
rious Talents and Capacities of their Miniſ- 
ters, while Life is continued, are uſeful to 


* Rom. viii, 28, + 3 Cor, bi. 214-262 
them 3 


" 68) 


them; ſo they are taught to 'maks a ſpiri= TI 


tab Improvement of their Death. 


ae ike deer wht its 


of ſpiritual Life in Chriſtians are ſuitable and 
tequiſite on Occaſion of the Deceaſe of their 
pious Paſtors. But before I come to this, I 
muſt obſerve, that the ſpiritual Life of Be- 
levers includes their Juſtification and SanRi- 
fication, they are pardoned and accepted as 
righteous in the Sight of God, through the 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them; 
and this bleſſed Change of their State is call- 


ed, a Paſſing from Death unto Life 1. But 
that which 1 am to ſpeak of is their Life of 
| Sandtification. were dead in Sins and 
| Treſpaſſes, even as others ; but God, who is 
rich in Mercy, for the great Love wherewith 
be loved them, even when they were dead in 

Sins, bath quickened them together with Chriſt, 
end raiſed them up together, aad made them fit 

together in — Places in Chrift Jeſus &. 
The Acts of this ſpiritual Life are various. 


I ſhall take notice of ſore of them, by which 


Chriſtians ſhould, and will endeavour to im- 
prove the Death of their faithful Miniſters, ' 


(i.) They ſhould improve this afflitive 
Diſpenſation, by a ſerious prac cod 


1 John v. 24 8 Eph. il, q 6, 


- brance 


* 


„ 3 
brance of their ſound Doctrine and good Ex- 
amples. The Apoſtle urges. this Duty, Re- 
member them which bave the Rule over you (or 
rather remember your Guides, or your de- 
ceaſed Paſtors) who have ſpoken unto. you the 
Word of Gd; whoſe Faith follow, confidering 


the End of their Converſation. Feſus Chriſt the = 


ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever ||, q. d. 
« For as much as you can no longer enjoy 
* their Preſence, 'tis incumbent on you to 
* recollect, in the moſt ſolemn Manner you 
* can, the good Inſtructions they have given 
e you, and the excellent Examples they have 
t ſet before you, and the bleſſed Iſſue of their 
e Faith and Patience, in the Kingdom of a 
e living and unchangeable Redeemer,---Oh ! 
* think how they prayed how they preached, 
* how they lived and how they died, and 
* what Happineſs they are now in Poſſeſſion 


« of, that you may be Followers of them as 
e they were of Chriſt, and may dwell for 


* ever with them in the heavenly State.“ 


(2). The right Improvement of this Af- 
fliction includes a lively Exerciſe of Faith. 


The Chriſtian Life is a Life of Faith : 
And when ſhould Faith be more lively than 


1 Heb. xiii. 7, 8. | 
C under 


(10) : 
under ſuch a trying Providence as the Death 
of Miniſters that have been able and -uſefu] ? 
How zealous ſhould Chriſtians, in this Trial, 
be, to maintain the Purity of Goſpel Doctrine 
| and Ordinances among them ? How entirely 
ſhould: they, call off their Dependance from 
frail Inſtruments? And how confidently and 
humbly ſhould they reſt on the Faithfulneſs 
of God i in Chriſt, to direct them, to ſupply 
their Wants, aud to give eu Paſtors after 
** own Heart — 


8303 This Providenes muſt be improved 
by frequent and lively e to the Throne 
of Grace. | 


As Chriſtians ſhould not forget to pralle 
God. for any Good they have received by the 
Services of their Miniſters whom he hath ta- 
ken away from them; fo they ſhould both 
in ſecret and publick pray to the Lord of the 
_ Harveſt, that he would fend Labourers into 
his Harveſt, and fill up the Places of thoſe 
who are gone from Labour, to everlaſting 


_ .Enjoyment *. If we know the Importance 


of the Bleſſing of a Goſpel Miniftry, _ we ſhall 
not think we can be too fervent in our Re- 
queſts to God for it. 


*.Matth. ix. 37» 


(4). A 


1 70 
(40. A deep Repentance for Unfruitfulneſs 


under paſt Means of Grace, is very ſuitable 


and becoming on this Occaſion: 


I deſire to be as far as any one from addin 

Affliction to the Afflicted, by raſh Cenſures, 
or by imputing the Death of faithful Mini- 
ſters to the Sins of their People; but, cer- 


tainly, tis meet for every Chriſtian, under 


ſuch a Viſitation, to commune with his own 
Heart, and to conſider what Uſe he has made 


of his Goſpel Privileges : And on ſuch a Re- 


view who will not find Cauſe enough for Hu- 
miliation ? As to unconverted Sinners, they, 


without Controverſy, ſhould caſt themſelves 


down at the Foot of God, and pray that his 
good Spirit may not ceaſe to ftrive with them. 


Lord (ſhould they ſay, when their pious 


Teachers are filenced by Death) tho' we have 
rejected many awful Calls and Warnings, 
many melting Expoſtulations of the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of Peace whom thou haſt recalled, yet, 


for thy Name's Sake, leave us not to the 
- Blindneſs and Corruption of our own Hearts, 


but make us a willing People in the Day of 
thy Power. Oh! turn thou us and we ſhall 
be turned; as we have neglected the Endea- 
vours of thy Servants in their Lives, may their 
Death awaken us to Repentance ? And, doubt- 

| | C 2 : leſs, 


"4 « 12 a 
les, ſincere Chriſtians may find ſufficient 
Reaſon to humble themſelves before God for 
their Neglects and Miſimprovements, and to 
cry to their heavenly Father, when they are 
chaſtened of him, for Mercy to pardon, and 
for a plentiful Effuſion of his Grace, to make 


their Souls more fruitful. But this Fenitence 
muſt * accompanied, 


( 9 With deep and cordial gubmiffon © to 
the Will of God. 


This is a Temper of Mind that becomes 
us in every State o Life. Should Things be 
according to our Mind ? Shall we receive 
Good at the Hands of the Lord, and ſhall 
we not receive Evil? Has he not an abſo- 
lute Propriety in us, and in all our Friends 
and Comforts, and may he not do what he 
will with his own? Lord, we adore and 
_ to thy Providence; for we know that 

Judgments are right, and that thou in 
Enithfunf haſt afflicted us *. 


(6.) Brotherly Love ſhould be fervent and 
conſtant---Miniſters fail; but Charity muſt 


not. On the contrary, when Death deprives 
us of the Advantage of their Labours, we 


* Pfal. cxix. 75. 
ſhould 


(13) 
ſhould be the more careful to maintain a ſin- 
cere and warm Affection among ourſelyes , 
for in this Caſe we muſt look on one another 
as Brethren, not only in Faith and Religion, 
but in Adverſity too, and therefore as bound 
| in a peculiar Degree to pity and pray for one 
| another, and to ſtrive together with one Heart 
and Soul for the Preſervation of our Goſpel- 
Fellowſhip. Be of one Mind, live in Peace, 
and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with 
you . 


(7). Heavenly Thoughts and Affections 
ſhould be excited. | 


Every pious Miniſter that is taken from the 
Church below, is a new Member added to the 
Church above; and the more Friends we 
have in Heaven, with the greater Ardour 
ſhould our Hearts aſcend up after them. O 
my Soul, why doſt thou till cleave to the 
Duſt ? Why art thou fo tied to this Life and 
World ? Look up to thy heavenly City, 
there is thy God and Father, there thy dear 


1d Redeemer, who hath loved thee, and waſhed 
ſt thee from thy Sins in his own Blood, there 
es are the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; and 
ve doſt thou not deſire, in Submiſſion to God's 


* 2 Cor. xlii. 11. 


1d | Win, 


(9) 

Will, and when thy Work: ſhall be mn 
End, to depart from this ſinful and unquiet 
World, to mingle. with Angels and Saints, 
and be Joined to all thy Chriſtian Friends and 
Brethren, who through Faith and Patience do 
now inherit the Promiſes? Lord quicken thou 
me in thy Way A 


By theſe Acts of Giritual - Lis ſhould 
Chriſtians improve the Death of their faith- 
ful Miniſters. 


III. We go on to the Connection tata 
the Affliction and the Improvement ; or: to 
ſhew how the Death of faithful Miniſters 
conduceth to theſe Acts of ITED Life i in 
Chriſtians, 


The good Improvement of this, a all 
other Diſpenſations of God to us, muſt be 
originally aſcribed to his Grace, and the pro- 
miſed Influences of his Spirit; but, as in all 
other, ſo in this Inſtance of the divine Con- 
duct, the Means are ſuitable to the End. 
A few Reflections may ſuffice for the Proof 
of this Point. | 


(1) Some Chriſtians may be made more 
* than ever they were of the great 
HBleſſing of a Goſpel Miniſtry, by the Loſs 
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of Men that have been uſeful in it. Tis an 
Inſtance, a too common Inſtance, of the 
amazing Ingratitude and Stupidity of human 
Nature, that Men know not the Value of 
their Mercies, ſo much by the Enjoyment, 
as by the want of them. Tis undeniably 
thus; in the Caſe of bodily Health and 


Strength, and the external Comforts of this 


Life ; and I fear the Obſervation may too 


juſtly be applied in the Matter we are ſpeak- 


ing of, Some Chriſtians may ſet too little 
Value on the great Privilege they enjoy in 
the Care of able and pious Paſtors, while 
they live; but when they are dead, they reflect 
on the Greatneſs of their paſt Mercy, grieve 
and mourn to think it has been no better im- 
proved, and ſo are excited to greater Watch- 
fulneſs and Diligence, in attending Chriſt's 
Inſtitutions. ü 


(2. The dying Experiences and Temper ' 
of ſome godly Miniſters, have contributed 
not a little to the Confirmation and Exerciſe 
of ſpiritual Life in their ſurviving Friends. 
Thus the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians 
advanced the 1 of Chriſt, by their pa- 
tient and triumphant Sufferings for bis Names 
ſake. And there have been many good Men, 
and pious Miniſters, in later Ages, who have 
on their Death-beds expreſſed ſuch full Aſ- 
ſurance 
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ſurance of their. own Happineſs, offered up 
ſuch Prayers, and given ſuch Warnings and 
Counſels, as have been ſingularly uſeful, both 
to the Converſion of Sinners and the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Saints. I don't ſay this is the hap- 
py Frame of all faithful Miniſters in their 
laſt Moments; ſome are ſuddenly called off 
the Stage, and others removed by ſtupifying 
Diſorders, that leave little Room for the Ex- 
erciſe of their rational Faculties. The So- 
vereignty of God is to be adored and ſubmit- 
ted to in all his Ways; but tis ſurely a great 
Bleſſing to Chriſtians to ſee in their dying Mi- 
niſters evident Proofs of the divine Truth and 
Power of the Goipel which they preached, 


(2). The Conſideration of the Account 
which Miniſters at Death are called to give, 
not only of themſelves, but of all the Souls 
committed to their Charge, has a great Ten- 
dency to awaken the Graces of the Chriſtian 
Temper. 


«© My beloved Miniſter is dead, he is gone 

t to make a Report of his Work to his Ma- 
« ſter ; and as I was one of his Flock, my 
4 Soul is included in his Account; oh! that 
« I may make a Part of his Crown in the 
e Day of the Lord Jeſus! Oh! let me give 
& all Diligence to make my Calling and E- 
I 18 | election 
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. 
t lection ſure, that the Lord's Meſſenger de- 
te parted this Life may not be a ſwift Witneſs 
e againſt me at his Judgment-Seat, but that 


he may meet me with Joy, and * 
** me perfect in Chriſt * 1” 


(3). Chriſtians are excited to a ſpiritual 
Improvement of the Death of their Mini- 
ſters, by a Regard to the Honour of Chriſt, 
and the Proſperity of the Churches to which 
they have joined. © Hath the Lord re- 
* moved our faithful Guide from us? Has 
* he ſmitten our Shepherd ? Oh! let us take 
Care that we be not divided or ſcattered by 
© Satan's Devices, and let us take Care that 
Ve do not by our Deadneſs and Formality 
provoke the Lord to with-hold his gracious 
Conduct and Bleſſing from us in the Choice 
* of a Succeſſor! The more lively we are in 
* Faith, Love, and good Works,. the better 
„ Grounds ſhall we have to hope, through 
Mercy, for a comfortable Supply of our 
preſent Exigence ; but if we now diſregard 
* the Voice of God's Word and Providence, 
may we not fear that we ſhall be diſperſed, 
or given up to the Conduct of ſome cor- 
rupt Teacher, who will endeavour to ſub- 
vert our Souls, and to overthrow the ſacred 
“ Foundations of our Faith and Holineſs 2 


* 
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(4). And Lafth, The Death of faithful 


Miniſters may contribute to the Increaſe of 


ſpiritual Life in Chriſtiaris, by making Way 


for Succeſſors whoſe Gifts and Graces are more 
ſuitable, and through a divine Bleſſing, ſhall 
be more beneficial to them. The moſt 
upright Servants of Chriſt in this World, may 
have Enemies as well as Friends, Enemies 
that long for their Death, and Friends that are 
too fond of the Continuance of their Lives; 
Enemies that would ſend them out of the 
World tooſoon, and Friends that would keep 
them in the World too long, and ſcarce ever 
think it Time to part with them. Now God 

is the Judge in this and all Aﬀair—He 
Sueden the Days of his Miniſters, ſets them 
a Time, and appoints them their Work; and 
when this is finiſhed, he calls them home to 
give Place to others, whom he has prepared 
for, and inclined to the Service of Souls, and 
whoſe Talents are peculiarly ſuited, and ſhall, 
through the Supply of his Spirit, be very great 
Bleſſings to his People. Jeſus Chriſt not on- 
ly gives Miniſters, but takes them away for 
the Edification of the Church, 


I ſhall now conclude with an Application 
agreeable to the preſent . 


My dear Friends, I need not ſay any thing 
more, to convince you of the Greatneſs of 
your 
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your. Loſs. Vour Countenances, your Gar- 


ments, and this mournful Place teſtify your 


Senſe of it: 'but I muſt beg leave to give 


ſome Account of the Life and Death of your 

late worthy Miniſter, for the Honour of Re- 
ligion. And as I had the pleaſure of uniting 
with him ſome Years in the Fellowſhip of 


the Goſpel - Miniſtry, with uninterrupted 
Harmony and Friendſhip, I can't be thought 


a Stranger to his Character; and I ſhall ſay 


nothing concerning him, but what I know, 
or firmly believe to be true. 


; The Revd. Mr. Thomas Bures was born 


in this City, October zo, 1698. His Pa- 
rents were pious; and his Grandfather Bures 
was an eminent Diſſenting Miniſter in this 
Metropolis. --- I am informed, that our de- 
ceaſed Brother, in his early Years, difcovered 
a deep and uncommon Senſe of Religion ; 
from his Childhood he was acquainted with 
the Scriptures, and took great Delight in ſe- 
cret Exerciſes of Piety. This led the 
Thoughts of his Parents to that ſacred Fun- 
ction, to which, in due time, he devoted 
himſelf. --- He paſſed through his academi- 
cal Learning with Reputation in this Neigh- 
bourhood, under the Conduct of two very 
able Inſtructors in Philoſophy and Theology, 
Mr. Eames and Dr. Ridgely.--- Having fi- 
D 2 miſhed 
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"iſhed his preparatory Studies, his firſt Settle. 
ment was in the honourable and religious Fa- 
mily of Sir Richard Ellis; he performed 
the Duty of his Station with great Diligence 
and Acceptance; but was ſoon called from it 
to aſſiſt an aged Miniſter in the Country. He 
undertook the Service with much Self- dif- 
fidence and Humility ; but, thro' the Grace 
of Chriſt, which was with him, his Labours 


were agrecable, and he was highly eſteemed 


by the Miniſter and People. 


When it pleaſed God to take from you of 
this Congregation one of your worthy Paſ- 
tors, the Revd. Mr. Rowell, you called him 


to aſſiſt the ſurviving Miniſter, the pious 


and learned Mr. Smith; who, I am told, ex- 


| 33 a ſingular Affection and Reſpect to 


im as long as he lived. After his Deceaſe, 
you, having ſufficiently known our Brother's 
good Capacities and Diſpoſitions, called him 
by ſolemn Ordination to ſtand in a - paſtoral 
Relation to this Church, in which he con- 
tinued to the End of his Days. As to his 


religious Character in general, we may ap- 


ply to him what we read; He was a faith- 


ful Man, and feared God above many *. He 


was cloathed with Humility, and had the 
* Neh. vii. 2. 
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Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit; and 
he was a Lover of all good Men, of all that 
appeared to love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
incerity. --- In doctrinal Points, he was a 
moderate Calviniſt; he well underſtood the 


Doctrines of the Goſpel profeſſed by our 


worthy Reformers, often lamented the too 
common Defection from theſe ſacred Truths, 
nor was he backward to defend them; and 
his Zeal in the Defence thereof was ſo con- 


ducted by Prudence, and recommended by 
the Charity and Humility of his Mind and 
Manner of Addreſs, that, while you that 
were in his on Sentiments were entertained 
and edified, none could readily be offended. 


If there was a Defect of natural Vivacity 
in his Conſtitution, this was ſupplied by the 
Strength and Solidity of his Judgment, which 
was improved by unwearied Diligence, in 
Reading and Meditation, --- His Sermons 
were elaborate; there was a rich Variety in 
his Subjects, and a wiſe Mixture of the Doc- 
trines, Duties, and Privileges of Chriſtianity : 


His Method was eaſy and natural; his Style 


conciſe, but clear, adapted to the loweſt 
Underſtanding ; yet raiſed above the Con- 
- tempt of the polite and ingenious ; his Elo- 
cution was feeble, but ſweet and melting.--- 
There were evident Marks of extenſive 


Know- 
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Knowledge and careful Study in his Compo- 
ſitions, and a devotional Spirit animated them 
all, He knew how to touch the Conſcience 
of a profane and careleſs Sinner ; but was in 
a ſpecial Manner bleſſed with the Tongue 
of the Learned, to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon 

to him that was weary. He had the Gift 
as well as the Grace of Prayer, in a high 
Degree. Oh ! with what Reverence, Con- 
trition, and Enlargement of Heart did he ad- 


dreſs to God with and for you! 


I muſt add he wanted not Talents for 
agreeable and uſeful Converſation, tho' his 
exceſſive Modeſty would hardly allow him 
to think ſo of himſelf, and the Unhappineſs 
of natural Conſtitution depreſſed his Spirits, 
and led him to affect too much a reclufe 
and ſolitary Life, by which Means he de- 
prived his Friends of a great deal of Pleaſure 
and Benefit, and cut himſelf off from ſome 
Parts of Uſefulneſs, to which his Heart was 
well diſpoſed; but this Loſs was in great 
meaſure compenſated to you by his Gligent 
Preparations for his public Work. : 


After he had complained many Vears of 
bodily Infirmities, his laſt Illneſs attacked him 

with great Violence, and ſnatched him away 
from us, before we were generally appre- 
henſive 
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henſive of his Danger. --- But I am glad 1 
can inform you, by thoſe who converſed 
with him in his laſt Moments, that his Mind 
was ſerene and calm. He exprefſed his De- 
pendance on Chrift's Righteouſneſs for Ac- 
ceptance, and a comfortable Perſuaſion of his 
own Sincerity, --- As Death drew near, he 
declared the ſolemn Thoughts of his Heart 
concerning Eternity, in very affecting Lan- 
guage. --- Oh! awful Eternity! And has 

od prepar'd an Eternity of Happineſs for 
ſuch poor loſt, ſhort-lived and periſhing 
Creatures as we are! Oh! the Goodneſs of 
God in Chriſt! He exhorted all around him 
to think more of Eternity, and live' more for 
Eternity. He died in the 49th Year of his 
Age; did not arrive at old Age, yet was ga- 
thered as a Shock of Corn in its Seaſon. A 
long Day he had not; but he did his Work, 
and his Maſter kindly called him home be- 
fore the Shadows of the Evening approached, 
May the Lord comfort the Relatives of the 
Deceaſed ; may they remember his dying 
Counſels, and follow his good Example, 


I heartily ſympathize with you, my Friends, 
of this Congregation ; I have repreſented the 
right Improvement of your Affliction in a 
neral Way, and I earneſtly exhort and be- 
ſeech you to make the Application to your- 

| ſelves, 
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ſelves, May the God of all Grace and Con- 
ſolation ſupport your Minds, ſanctify his 
Chaſtiſement, and, in anſwer to your fer- 
vent Prayers, ſend you an able and faithful 
Paſtor, that this antient and much reſpected 
Church may not only abide, but revive and 
flouriſh. This will be Matter of Joy to many 
good Chriſtians, and I beg Leave to aſſure you, 
will add not a little to the r of ay 

ife. STE 


To . let us all nter our latter 

End, and beg of God to teach us to number 
our Days ſo as that we may apply our Hearts 
unto Wiſdom. Let not the Voung think it 
too ſoon to enter on this Work by a ſpeedy 
Repentance and Application to the Mercy of 
God in Chriſt: For what is our Life? Tis 
a Vapour that appeareth for a. little Time, 

and then vaniſheth away. Let thoſe that are 
in the Fullneſs of their Stren th remember, 

that all Fleſh is Graſs, and the Goodlineſs 
thereof'as-the Flower of the Graſs, and that 
the Graſs withereth and the Flower fadeth, | 


What ſhall 1 ſay to the Aged and Tnfirm ? ? 
As Death ſenſibly worketh in your Bodies, 
pray that a Life of Grace may work in your 
Souls, and that as the outward Man periſheth, 
the Inward may be renewed Day by Day. 


We 
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We are all dying Creatures on the Borders 
of an eternal World ; God grant that whe- 15 
thet we live, we may live unto the Lord, and Ki 
whether we die, we may die unto the Lord j 
that we may be ſincere and ſtedfaſt Chriſtians, 
may be faithful to the Death, and receive a 
Crown of Life through the rich Mercy of 
God, and the All- ſufficient Righteouſneſs of 
bis dear Son, to whom be Glory for ever. 
Amen. | 
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